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Introduction

This workbook is a step by step guide to getting started with using the OvidSP databases to search for
journal articles. It only uses the basic search option and as such is more suitable for beginners. The
basic search option ranks results according to their relevance, enabling you to find the most relevant
articles quickly and effectively. Publication details and abstracts (summaries) of articles are given and it
is possible to link to the full text of many of the articles either directly or by linking out to the Library
search. You can also save your search results.

Aim

This workbook contains a number of tasks and activities which aim to introduce you to conducting a
basic search in any of the OvidSP databases:

¢ Medline - the major biomedical database

e Embase - similar coverage to Medline, but more European focus and particular strengths in
psychiatry, pharmacology and biomedical engineering

e PsycINFO - the major psychology database

e AMED - allied and complementary medicine

¢ HMIC - health management

e Global Health - international coverage, good coverage of public health

e Maternity & Infant Care — midwifery

Learning outcomes
By the end of this workbook you will be able to:

e Log into OvidSP databases from the Leeds University Library web pages

e Carry out basic searches and use search simple techniques to make your search more effective
¢ Link to the full text of articles from inside the database or via the Library search

e Print, save or email results

e Save and re-run a search
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1. Logging in to Ovid

Exercise 1 - Logging in

To access the database, go to the Library’s homepage at https://library.leeds.ac.uk/ and click on

Subject databases. This contains a list of useful resources to help you with your studies.

UNIVERSITY LINKS v =

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

Library Q

HOME SEARCHHELP LOCATIONS AND HOURS LIBRARY SERVICES STUDY AND RESEARCH SUPPORT  SPECIAL COLLECTIONS GALLERIES CONTACT US Y Chat now
«

m

ADVANCED SEARCH SEARCH HELP CHECK MY LIBRARY ACCOUNT

SCROLL
N

Student essentials

Referencing > Book aroom > Subject databases >

Academic skills > Reading lists > Dissertation examples >

You can view databases relevant to your studies by selecting your subject from the subsequent list.

Scroll down the page to find your ‘Key databases’.

STUDY ANCARESEARCH SUPPORT  SPECIAL COLLECTIONS  GALLERIES CONTACTUS

INTI SECTION BRAR SEAR: CT-S FIC RESOURCES ' SUBJECTS /| MEDICINE
Overi Medicine
Book
Dotabases Information sources
Newspapers Clinical trials and systengatic Journals for Health and
reviews » Biol :Jg\:ﬂ\ Sciences »
Images

Search Spacial Collections
Audio-visual

Databases

cific resources A

Find articles relevant to your subje\t by searching databases

esource guides -
Classic catalogue search help

Library search help

You can also see a compl t of dat

Key databases
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You can access Ovid through the Ovid Databases link.

NOTE Ovid is not listed on the key databases page for every subject. If Ovid is not on your own
subject’s key databases page, you can find it on the list of key databases on the Medicine subject
resources page.

Your key databases section provides you with a list of databases which have been chosen as the most
likely to be relevant for your subject. It's a good idea to browse through them and read their
descriptions to decide which ones are relevant for your studies.

Select Ovid from the list of databases by clicking on the green link (circled in red in the screenshot
below). The entry will look like this:

ml Databases

More than 100 core and niche databases to support a variety of research needs in a wide range of
disciplines including clinical medicine, pharmacology and more. The powerful combination of Ovid’s rich
database implementation with Ovid’s advanced search features, natural language processing, sophisticated

linking technology, and customizable display options, offer a unique, integrated database solution ideal for

all users.

Next, on the Library search page click on any of the search results to open its information page, and
then click the database name in the white box.

DATABASE x
MEDLINE
Y National Library of Medicine.

Available Online

Available online

Full text availability

-

Details

Title MEDLINE

Creator Mational Library of Medicine.

Publisher S.l. : Ovid Technologies.

Description This database allows you to search for journal articles and other reference types in medicine, dentistry and
nursing. The database is updated frequently and can be searched back to 1946. A current awareness
service provides alerts for newly added content.

MESH subjects Medline

Other title Index Medicus.

Source Library Catalogue

Local subjects E-databases - Medicine, Dentistry, Psychology & Healthcare — Healthcare
E-databases - Biological Sciences — Sport and Exercise Sciences
E-databases -- Biological Sciences — Biology
E-databases - Medicine, Dentistry, Psychology & Healthcare - Psychology
E-databases - Medicine, Dentistry, Psychology & Healthcare - Dentistry
E-databases - Medicine, Dentistry, Psychology & Healthcare — Medicine
E-databases -- Medicine, Dentistry, Psychology & Healthcare - International Health

Notes Computer version of Index Medicus.

Send to

) ” 6 5 0B 6 b >
EMAIL CITATION EXPORT BIBTEX REFWORKS ENDNOTE ONLINE EASYEIS EXPORT RIS (ENDNOTE)

27/09/2022 http://library.leeds.ac.uk/downloads/ovidspstarter.pdf
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Depending on where you are, e.g. off-campus, you may be required to login in with your IT username
and password.

This link will take you to the OvidSP database menu:

Select Resource(s) to search:

v | All Resources

AMED (Allied and Complementary Medicine) 1985 fo August 2019
BIOSIS Praviaws Archive 1926 to 1968

CAB Abstracts 2000 to 2019 Week 34

CAB Abstracts 1910 to 2019 Week 34

All EBM Reviews - Cochrane DSR, ACP Journal Club, DARE, CCA, CCTR, CMR, HTA, and
NHSEED

Embase 1996 to 2019 Week 35

Embase ClassictEmbase 1947 to 2019 August 30

Global Health 1973 to 2019 Week 34

Global Health 1910 to 2019 Week 34

Global Health Archive 1910 to 1972

HMIC Health Management Information Consortium 1983 - present
International Pharmaceutical Abstracts 1970 to August 2019
Maternity & Infant Care Database (MIDIRS) 1971 to July 2019

i)
(i)
i)
(i)
(i)
i)
i)
i)
i)
i)
i)
i)
(i)

You can search any of these databases individually, or cross-search several of them simultaneously.
We recommend that advanced users search databases one at a time, so they can access all the
advanced features of each database.

However, if you're a beginner or are conducting a Basic search you may find it useful to search several

databases at once. To find out more about the databases you are thinking of using, click on the 0
symbol next to the name of each database for a brief description of what it covers. Select a database
(or multiple databases by ticking the boxes next to each one) and press OK to access the search
screen.

Note that by default you will be taken automatically to the Advanced Search screen. However, during
this workbook you will only be learning how to use the Basic Search screen. Click the Basic Search tab
above the search box to change the view.

,
(( Basic Search |)Find Citation | Search Tools | Search Fields | Advanced Search | Multi-Field Search

1 Resource selected | Hide | Change
@ Ovid MEDLINE(R) ALL 1246 to July 22, 2021

L2 | | Search
» Limits (ciose) Include Related Terms
[ ] Absiracts [] English Language
[JHumans
Publication ‘r‘ear| - hd H - hd
Edit Limits
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2. Searching for articles on a topic

Imagine you have been asked to look for some recent journal articles on the prevention of obesity in
children.

The basic search function allows you to just type this phrase straight into the search box. This type of
searching is not comprehensive, but is sufficient to get you started. It can also be useful for getting an
overview of a subject. Try this now by following exercise 2.

A note about using Boolean operators (e.g. AND + OR)

Basic search does not support the use of these techniques — even though it might look like you can
combine your search sets using them. Instead, just type in a phrase or a few words that cover the areas
you’re interested in.

Exercise 2 — carrying out a search

Click in the search box and type the prevention of obesity in children.

Click on the Search button. This will take you to a page like the one below showing you details of the
articles found. You will need to scroll down to see them.

3. Understanding your results and finding the full text

The next screen will look similar to this. Note the information given:

£F options < EPrint  GgEmail  ¥B|Export [ + My Projects %
v Search Information ] Al Range Clear === Mext »
You searched: L .
the prevention of obesity in children FTT / Relevan Cy Star ratl ng Of
) . : v
{Including Related Terms} - the result ex |a| ned
1 Weight Gain and Obesity in Infants Abst ( p
Search terms used: and Young Children Exposed to Com bE|0W) [LEilE=s
prevention Prolonged Antibiotic EiGpRylaXis. hood
Iz Edmonson MB, Eickhoff JC — .
Dlphviae i e marelamrAmE Se o » Find Similar Ranjani, Harish Pradeepa, Rajendra
prevent JAMA Pediatrics. 171(2):1530-136, 2017 02 , Find Citing Articles Mehreen, T €. Anjana, Ranjit
prevented o1 Mohan Anand, Krishnan Garg, Renu
ratectve {Journal Article. Randomized Confrolied b fisw
prote 1. -—, "~ nl e EBM Eull Text Mohan, Viswanathan
srevent Trial arch Support, N.LH., - H
preventing e ,s.c_. Tl SUppOo Childhood obesity
preventive Extramural]
- Raychaudnuri, Moutusi Sanyal
protected Ul: 28027334 D L " ’ !
protect . SIuELE
praventz Title Comment ethodology of the
Comment in: JAMA Pediatr. 2017 Feb Conprehensive Program on
1,171(2):118-120; PMID: 28027341 T e S (e ]
This tells you which (nttps./fvww.nEDLNIM.nih.govpub... Overweiylit and Obesity in
of your words (and Authors Full Name Iranian ChiNren and
Edmonson, M Bruce, Eickhoff, Jens C Adolescents

which related terms)

the database used in » Abstract |’ Cite

oS T ol o+-n*~io+f«n"mafe Click Check@Leeds to check for
availability of the full text, or use

the Full Text link (if available)

Click Abstract to see a

summary of the article
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The relevancy star rating explained:

(5) All search concepts are present and complete.

(4) All'search concepts are present, but some are incomplete.
(8) One concept is missing from the record.

E (2) Two concepts are missing from the record.

(1) More than two search concepts are missing from the record.

In addition, from the display screen you can:

e See the next 10 results by clicking on Next >>
e Find articles similar to a particular article by clicking on Find Similar.
e Find out where an article has been cited by clicking on Find Citing Articles.

Exercise 3a - Finding the full text

You can find out whether an article is going to be useful by reading its abstract (summary paragraph).
To do this, click on Abstract.

LR R ]
Famity-hasc ENIENSSE obesity prevention intorventions: a systematic rewiew and quanticative content __
anulysis, [Roeview] Compirle Aelerence

AEh T, Agamndy & Toung T, Atazmes Teba A, Cavizan KK

Wremanona’ Jawnal of Bahedaral Nudefon & Phpsicsl Aoy w40k 603 AT 08 22 Fiad Similai
Llorma Amets Posmn Desforpls Nt I 104 '_;.,-\.I. HE
Ul: 2E330E83

Augrors Full Hams: Full Tood

&sh, Tarda, Agaronoy, Alan, Yourg, Ta'loda, Aftosmes-Tobio, Avssa, Oavison, Kirsban & ok ke

¥ thsirart Cith g+ WY ProRes o+ Annekas

Some articles (like the one above) will have a full text link next to them. Click on it to go directly to the
article. If it does not work, make sure your browser is not trying to block pop-up windows.
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For other articles, you will need to click check@leeds to see if the Library has the article. This often
brings up a window like this:

Effect of childhood obesity prevention programs on blood pressure: a systematic £
review and meta-analysis.

Cai

ISSN: 0009-7322 , 1524-4539; DOI: 10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.113.005666

Circulation : journal of the American Heart Association. , 2014, Vol.129(18), p.1832

Available Online

Available online
Full text availability

American Heart Association E
Available from 1950 volume: 1 issue: 1.

Journals@Ovid Complete z
Available from 1950 volume: 1 issue: 1.

Journals@Ovid Complete Z
Available from 1850 volume: 1 issue: 1.

If this doesn’t work, use the Library search to see if we subscribe. If we do, you can follow the link to
view the electronic version, or find a print copy if it is available. If we don’t have it at all, you might like to
obtain the article via our Document Supply service (charged at £10 per request):
https://library.leeds.ac.uk/info/1202/request_items _from_another_library/29/document _supply service

a. Include Related Terms

Below the search box is an option called ‘Include Related Terms’. This was ticked for you automatically
and means that the database will also have included common synonyms and plurals etc for the search
terms you typed in. For example, it also searched for obese even though you only typed in obesity. This
function will help you pick up additional relevant articles, but can be deselected if you choose.

Exercise 3b — Exploring ‘Include Related Terms’

If Include Related Terms was ticked when you searched, you can see which additional search terms
the database has included by looking at the Search Information section on the left hand side of
your first result.

Explore some of your other search terms to see which other words have been

automatically included for you. v Filter By
% Add to Search History
b. Filtering your results

¥ Relevancy

All Stars

At the left hand side of the results display, beneath the Search Information box, N
there is another box called Filter by. 4 ormore

2 or more

2 or more

This allows you to apply a filter to your current set of results. You may want to

» Years

fllter by » Subject
* Author
. Relevancy (star rating), - soumal
. Year of publication, > Publication Type

27/09/2022 http://library.leeds.ac.uk/downloads/ovidspstarter.pdf
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. Subject,
. Publication Type,

Or even restrict your results to those from a particular journal.

4. Narrowing your search: making it more specific

You can use the Limits function to restrict the results e.g. to articles in English, or by year of
publication.

Some limits are displayed on the main search page; others are only available after clicking on
Additional Limits. Note that many limits are database-specific. For example, to limit to human (as
opposed to animal) studies in Medline, you would use the limit “Humans” whereas in EMBASE the
same limit is called “Human”). For this reason, limits may not work across your entire set of results if
you have been searching multiple databases.

Exercise 4a - Using Limits

Directly below the search box you will see some popular limits. Select English Language and limit the
year of publication as below:

Basic Search | Find Citation | Search Tools | Search Fields | Advanced Search | Multi-Field Search

1 Resource selected | Hide | Change
(@ Ovid MEDLINE(R) ALL 1246 o July 22, 2021

L) | | Search
v Limits (closs) Include Related Terms
[[] Abstracts English Language [[JReview Articles
[JHumans
Publication Year| 2010 v [{ current v

\Additional Limits| |[Edit Limits|

Click on Search.

Notice that your most recent search has had these limits applied to it, and you are now only left with
articles that are in English and have been published since 2010.

Have a look through a few of these results to get a feel for what is included. Notice the star rating for
each. If you can’t remember what the star ratings mean, refer back to section 3.

Exercise 4b - Using additional Limits

From the main search page, scroll to the top of the screen and again look in the green box underneath
the search box.

This time, click on Additional Limits.

27/09/2022 http://library.leeds.ac.uk/downloads/ovidspstarter.pdf
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The Limit a Search screen will give a large number of options and will include a list of all the searches
you have done so far, the last of which is automatically selected.

Try selecting another limit that you think might be useful and then scroll up or down and click on the
Limit a Search button. Remember that not all limits will work on all databases. Don’t put on too many
limits all at once or you may be left with no results at all.

5. Printing, e-mailing or exporting search results
If your search produces useful results, you need to be able to save them.

You can select the ones you want to save by ticking in the box at the left hand side of each reference.
You can then use the Print / Email / Export icons at the top of the results display in order to save the
references you want.

- x
) Print [l Email 8] Export

Exercise 5: Saving results

Select some references and email them to yourself.

Note that you can also save the search history as a reminder of the searches you have just done (see
section 6).

Remember that saving the results means you can keep a record of which articles have been found. If
you want to read the full text of the articles, you will have to look the journal title up on the Library
search in the usual way.

6. Setting up a Personal Account

If you set up a personal account it will let you save and re-run Ovid searches. This is quick to do and
can save you time in the long run. It works both on- and off-campus.

Exercise 6 - Setting up a Personal Account

Click on the My Account link at the top right of the home page.
Click on Create Account.

Follow the instructions on screen. Choose any account name and password, making sure it is
something you will be able to remember easily — don’t use any spaces or symbols or your password will
be refused. Your account name and password do not have to be the same as your University IT
account.

Go back to the Search page and click on Save All underneath the Search History box. Log in with your
new account name and password if prompted.

27/09/2022 http://library.leeds.ac.uk/downloads/ovidspstarter.pdf
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At the top of the screen, type a name for your search into the Search Name box. Give the search a
logical name so you can easily recognise it in the future. We also recommend adding the name of the
database you used, and the date, so that you can easily distinguish between different searches.

By default your search will be saved permanently. You can also save a search temporarily, meaning it
will disappear after 24 hours, or as an AutoAlert - each time the database is updated, any new
references which match your search criteria will be sent to you in an e-mail. Make your selection of
permanent, temporary or auto-alert from the Type drop down menu.

Click on Save to complete the process.

Once you have saved a search strategy, you can run it again at a later date by clicking on View Saved
in the top right corner. Select the search you want to run and click on Run. Your results will be available
back on the main search page (click on the Search tab to get there).

It is a good idea to make sure your Search History is clear before running a saved search. Otherwise
your results will be added on to the end of any results already visible.

To delete searches from your Search History, tick individual boxes (or the one at the top to select them
all) and click Remove.

7. Tips for better searching

e If you get very few relevant results, try re-phrasing your question. You might also try searching
in a different database as they all have their own particular strengths/areas of interest.

e You can find more training materials on database searching from your subject page:
http://library.leeds.ac.uk/subjects

¢ Need more help? Email your enquiry to skills@library.leeds.ac.uk

27/09/2022 http://library.leeds.ac.uk/downloads/ovidspstarter.pdf
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